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Nowhere Fast 
 

“Pilot” 
 

by 
 

Steve Cox 
 

ACT ONE 
 
SHOW OPEN. Each of the four main characters is seen in his 
or her unique environment followed by a freeze and graphics 
presented dossier-style. First, we see JAKE. He is the 
jock/party-boy of the group. He is playing a game of one-
on-one basketball, dribbling the ball in one hand and 
holding a beer in the other. FREEZE on JAKE attempting a 
lay-up while his beer flies all over his opponent. His 
dossier reads: 
 
 NAME:   Jacob Melvin Martin 
 
 AGE:    25 
 
 MAJOR:    Family and Consumer Sciences 
 

HOBBIES: Football, Hunting, Fishing and 
collecting Faberge eggs. 

 
 SPECIAL SKILLS: Can burp the national anthem. 
 
Next up is JENNY. She is the pretty/ditzy girl in the 
group. We see her looking through the shelves in the 
library. She has a very serious expression, is wearing her 
hair up, with a pencil tucked behind her ear and is wearing 
glasses. After a few moments, she spots the book she’s 
looking for and smiles as she grabs for it. As she pulls it 
down, we can see that the book is “People Magazine’s Book 
of Celebrity Hairstyles.” FREEZE on JENNY enjoying the 
contents within. Her dossier reads: 
 
 NAME:   Jennifer Catherine Wilson 
 
 AGE:    19 
 
 MAJOR:   Nuclear Engineering 
 
 HOBBIES:    Twister, Getting her hair done and 
     elective surgery 
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 SPECIAL SKILLS: Knows all the celebrity gossip 
 
Next is PATRICK. He is the genius/nerd of the group with 
questionable social skills. We see him carrying on an 
animated conversation with someone off camera. He asks a 
question. CUT TO his computer sitting silently on the desk. 
FREEZE on PATRICK as he takes on an exasperated look. His 
dossier reads: 
 
 NAME:    Patrick Sean O’Donnell 
 
 AGE:    20 
 
 MAJOR:   Information Technology, 

Biochemistry and Culinary Arts 
 

 HOBBIES:   Dungeons and Dragons, Computer 
Programming and Tai Chi 

 
 SPECIAL SKILL:  Knows the Vulcan nerve pinch 
 
The last one is MELINDA. She is the bright, responsible 
one. She is sitting in class furiously taking notes. CUT TO 
a shot of her notebook revealing that she has actually been 
creating a very detailed list of things to do that day, 
including when to get up, when to shower, how much shampoo 
to use (i.e. “lather, rinse, repeat) etc. CUT TO a close-up 
showing her smiling with satisfaction. Her dossier reads: 
 
 NAME:   Melinda Agnes Smith 
 
 AGE:    21 
 
 MAJOR:   18th Century Russian Literature 
 
 HOBBIES:   Doing things in an orderly  
     fashion and skeet shooting 
 
 SPECIAL SKILL:  Knows all 50 state capitols. 
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FADE IN: 
 
INT: LIVING ROOM - Day 
 
PATRICK, MELINDA, JAKE and JENNY are sitting on the couch 
watching TV. JENNY is obviously enjoying the program, while 
the rest are clearly bored. 
 

MELINDA 
Extreme Makeover?  Don’t these women have any 
pride?  You’d never find me on a show like that. 
Not that I would need to anyway... 

 
 
Uncomfortable SILENCE. 
 
    MELINDA CONT’d 
  Right?  
 
Nothing. 
 
    MELINDA 
  Jake? 
 
    JAKE 
  What? 
 
    MELINDA 
  Not that I would need to... 
 
    JAKE 
  Oh, right. No, you wouldn’t need to go  

on that show. 
 
    MELINDA 
  Thank you. 
 
    JAKE 
  There’s nothing wrong with you that  
  intense diet and exercise couldn’t fix. 
 
MELINDA whacks JAKE with a pillow, then sits and fumes for 
a while. 
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  JENNY 
I think it’s great that there’s a show  
that gives hope to all the really ugly  
people.  I think it’s criminal that in a  
land of plenty, so few people have access  
to even the most basic cosmetic surgery. 
 
  PATRICK 
What are you talking about? 
 
  JENNY 
I just think that there wouldn’t be so  
much crime and bad stuff going on in the  
world if everyone looked hot. 
 
  PATRICK 
So, for example, Jeffery Dahmer might  
not have killed and eaten all those  
guys if he had been able to afford,  
say, liposuction. 
 
  JENNY 
Right! 
 
  JAKE 
And I bet Susan Smith wouldn’t have  
drowned her kids if she could have  
gotten a chemical peel. 
 
  JENNY 
Yes! 
 
  MELINDA 
And I suppose Hitler wouldn’t have  
started World War II if he would have  
gotten a silicon testicle implant. 
 
  JENNY 
Ewww. What are you talking about? 
 
  MELINDA 
Never mind. 
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JAKE 
Well, this has been fascinating, but  
I think I'll go to the store and get  
some beer. We're down to our last six  
cases and I'm getting a little  
worried we'll run out before the big  
party tomorrow. 

 
PATRICK 

You know none of the rest of us drink, 
right? 

 
JAKE 

And it’s a good thing, too, because  
my trunk will only hold ten cases.  
I'll see you guys later. 

 
JAKE exits. PATRICK looks a little stunned. 

 
  MELINDA 
I’ve also had enough. I’m gonna go  
study. 
 

MELINDA exits. 
 
JENNY continues to be engrossed by the television show. 
PATRICK isn't watching. Instead, he's looking at JENNY, 
specifically at her breasts. PATRICK and JENNY don't have 
much in common, but he’s very attracted to her. PATRICK 
tries to be subtle about his leering, but she catches him, 
forcing him to divert her attention. 
 

PATRICK 
So you like this show, do you? 

 
JENNY 

Yeah, I just love to see ugly  
ducklings turn into beautiful swans.  
I mean it just makes you want to run  
up and give them a big hug and go  
shopping with them! Don't you feel the  
same way? 

 
PATRICK 

Well, I've always felt a closer bond  
with the ducklings. 
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JENNY 
Oh, look! She's trying on some new  
underwear! 
 

PATRICK 
Oh, my. 

 
They watch for a few moments. PATRICK is getting a little 
excited. 
 

JENNY 
Doesn't she look great? That new bra  
does wonders for her bust line. 

 
PATRICK 

Yeah... 
 

He takes a throw-pillow and slides it over his crotch-area.  
There's a pause while they both watch. 
 

JENNY 
And that thong is way cooler than  
the dumpy underwear she was wearing  
before. 

 
PATRICK 

I see what you mean. 
 
Another pause. PATRICK is coming to a boil. 
 

PATRICK CONT’d 
Well, Jenny, I have to go spank the 
...uh...I mean, wax the... 

 
JENNY 

What? 
 
Mortified, PATRICK takes a moment to compose himself. 
 

PATRICK 
I have to go choke the...I have to go! 

 
JENNY 

(absently) 
Whatever. 
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PATRICK gets up from the couch being careful to keep the 
pillow in place in front of his crotch. Just as he is about 
to leave the room he has a thought and returns to the 
couch. 
 

PATRICK 
Oh, Jenny. I forgot to tell you. The  
TV isn't working right. I saw some  
sparks come out of it earlier. So don't  
touch it until we get it looked at,  
alright? 
 

JENNY 
Okay. You really look after me, don't  
you? 

 
PATRICK 

(a little embarrassed) 
Well, you know. I just don't  
want you to get hurt... 

 
 

JENNY 
Thanks, Patrick. I appreciate it. By  
the way, can I have that pillow? I 
want to lay down on the couch and watch 
the rest of this show. 

 
PATRICK 

  Uh, sure. 
 
He hesitates for a moment, unsure of how to give her the 
pillow yet still disguise his over-excitement. Finally he 
picks up a magazine from the coffee table. 
 
    PATRICK CONT’d 
  Oh, here’s that magazine I’ve been  
  meaning to read. 
 
    JENNY 
  My Cosmo? 
 
    PATRICK 
  Yeah. If you don’t mind I’d like to 
  borrow it. There’s an article in here  
  on firming up your thighs that I’ve 
  been meaning to read. Here you go... 
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He slides the magazine into place while removing the 
pillow. He hands it to JENNY. 
 
    JENNY 
   (maybe a little confused) 
  Thanks. 
 
    PATRICK 
  See you later. 
 
He exits, carefully keeping the magazine in place. 
 

JENNY 
I guess I really should go to class.  
Nah. I’ll just go get my hair done. 

 
She presses the button on the remote a few times, but 
nothing happens. 
 

JENNY CONT'd 
Stupid TV! 

 
She gets up and presses the power switch. Suddenly she gets 
a huge shock, let's out a meek "oh my" and collapses. 
 
INT: THE LIVING ROOM - DAY 
 
Its a few minutes later and JENNY is lying unconscious with 
Patrick kneeling over her. PATRICK is starting to unbutton 
her shirt slowly when MELINDA enters. 
 

   MELINDA 
 What’s going on here? 
 
   PATRICK 
  (caught with his hand in the cookie jar) 
 I...I found Jenny unconscious, and I  
 thought she might need CPR, so... 

 
MELINDA pushes PATRICK aside, knocking him over. She then 
checks JENNY’S pulse. 
 
    MELINDA 

 She has a pulse and she’s breathing,  
 she doesn’t need CPR.  Maybe she needs  
 a restraining order though, you pervert. 
 Our roommate loses consciousness and  
 your first impulse is to feel her up? 
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   PATRICK 
 Hey, don’t you judge me, some of my most  
 profound romantic experiences have been 
 with unconscious women... 

 
PATRICK and MELINDA AD LIB a mildly loud argument. After a 
moment JENNY stirs and wakes up. 
 

JENNY 
Would you two please keep it down.  
I've got a terrible headache. 

 
PATRICK 

Jenny! You're okay! 
 

JENNY 
I'm fine. Just a little shaken up. 
What happened, anyway? 
 

PATRICK 
You must have gotten electrocuted trying  
to turn off the TV. 
 
  JENNY 
Wow. I feel really strange. 
 
  PATRICK 
We were so worried about you! 
 
  MELINDA 
Calm down, boy.  The shock doesn’t seem to  
have damaged her boobs.  (To Jenny) We'd  
better ask you some questions to  
make sure you haven't sustained any 
brain damage. 
 
  JENNY 
Okay. 
 
  PATRICK 
I thought that was for head trauma. 
 
  MELINDA 
Well, some electricity probably got  
to her brain. 
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  PATRICK 
If it could find it up there in all  
that styrofoam popcorn and bubble  
wrap. 
 
  MELINDA 

 Okay, here we go. What's your full  
name? 
 
  JENNY 
Jennifer Catherine Wilson. 
 
  MELINDA 
Good. What city do you live in? 
 
  JENNY 
Seattle, Washington. 
 
  MELINDA 
So far, so good. What's your favorite  
movie? 
 
  JENNY 
Hmmm. That's a tough one. There's so  
many classics to choose from. I guess  
I'd have to say Citizen Kane. 
 
  PATRICK and MELINDA 
What!?! 
 
  JENNY 
I suppose you prefer The Magnificent  
Ambersons? 
 
  MELINDA 
 (distractedly)  
In Welles’ original edit I do, but... 
that’s not the point! Citizen Kane is  
not your favorite movie! Your  
favorite movie is Pretty Woman! 
 
  JENNY 
 (aghast) 
No way. 
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MELINDA 
Yes way! You always said you wanted  
that movie to be the story of your life.  
Without having to be a hooker, of 
course. 

 
    JENNY 
  I'm sorry, but I find that movie to be  

trite and unrealistic, with a poorly  
developed plot and unbelievable 

  characters. There's no way that's  
my favorite movie. 

 
    PATRICK 
  Something's wrong here. We need to  

get her to a doctor. 
 
    JENNY 
  I'm fine. 
  
    MELINDA 
  One more question. Who would you rather  

have dinner with - Brad Pitt or Donald  
Trump? 
 

    JENNY 
  Neither. I'd rather have dinner with  

Stephen Hawking. 
  
    PATRICK 
  Right on! 
 
    MELINDA 
  I'm calling 911. 
 
She reaches for the phone. 
  

JENNY 
Stop Melinda. I'm fine, okay? Now, I'd  
better get going if I'm going to make  
it to class on time. 

 
MELINDA 

What? You're delusional! 
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JENNY 
Relax, Mel. I just need to get to class,  
prep for a few tests and finish reading  
Paradise Lost if I'm going to have  
time to fix the TV before Jeopardy  
comes on. 

 
PATRICK 

Paradise Lost? 
 

MELINDA 
Fix the TV? 

 
PATRICK 

Jeopardy? 
 

JENNY 
What? 

 
MELINDA 

(very confused) 
Wouldn't you rather just go get more  
collagen injected into your lips? 

 
JENNY 

I don't have time to disfigure myself  
just to adhere to some patriarchal  
standard of feminine beauty.  There are  
so many more important things to think  
about. 

 
MELINDA 

I can't believe you just said that! 
 

JENNY 
I'm sorry you feel that way, Mel. You  
can worry about your looks, purge yourself  
into a size 9 dress, and stay tuned to all  
of the hot celebrity gossip if that's  
what you want to do. But, as for me, if  
I'm going to someday be the first woman  
president of the United States and  
discover a cure for cancer, I've have  
work to do. 
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PATRICK 
So your life's ambition is no longer  
to be a TV spokesmodel and marry that  
guy from Sugar Ray? 

 
JENNY 

Don't be ridiculous. I have to go. 
 
JENNY exits. PATRICK and MELINDA sit in stunned silence for 
a few moments. 
 

MELINDA 
Something weird happened when she took  
that shock. 

 
PATRICK 

I know. But I kind of like it. 
 

MELINDA 
Yeah, I guess it’s an improvement. 

 
PATRICK 

Boy, her teachers are going to be in  
for a shock. 

 
A beat. 
 
    PATRICK CONT’d 
  Get it? In for a shock. 
 
    MELINDA 
  Yeah, I get it. 
 
    PATRICK 
  Pretty funny, huh? 
 
    MELINDA 
  Well, I wouldn’t start casting your 
  sit-com just yet, joke-boy. 
 
 
INT: CLASSROOM - DAY 
 
JENNY sits in a classroom listening to a lecture from her 
chemistry PROFESSOR. The class is pretty bored, but JENNY 
is listening intently. 
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PROFESSOR 
So when combining these neutrinos in a  
base solution you get 10.4 to the 6th  
positive ions and a 8.5 to the 3rd  
HO2 particles.  Then if you add... 

 
He notices that JENNY has her hand up. 
 

JENNY 
Uh, Professor Jenkins, I have a question... 

 
PROFESSOR 

Oh, really? You’re not going to ask me again 
if the term “covalent bond” refers to  
“that guy Pierce Brosnan plays in Die  
Another Day” are you? 

 
JENNY 

No, actually.  I was going to ask you to  
recheck your calculations. If you combine 
neutrinos in that particular base solution,  
you should get 10.4 to the 8th positive ions  
and negligible HO2 particles. You forgot to  
carry the two. 

 
The PROFESSOR checks his calculations and mumbles. 
 

PROFESSOR 
Well, it looks like you're right,  
Miss Wilson. You are the same Jenny  
Wilson who’s been coming to this class  
sporadically all semester, aren’t you?  
I mean you're not her smart twin, or a  
robot or something? 

 
JENNY 

Of course not. 
 

PROFESSOR 
And you’re the same Jenny Wilson who has  
spent the semester sitting in the back  
either gossiping or asleep?  The same one  
who once asked me if fermium 257 isotopes  
were a new weight loss product?  And who  
answered a midterm question about the  
properties of recombinant protons with  
a long discourse about what really happened  
between Ben and J. Lo? 
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JENNY 
Are you the same professor who always gets  
his mathematical equations wrong and  
constantly hovers around my desk staring  
at my boobs? 

 
The PROFESSOR is a little embarrassed. 
 

PROFESSOR 
All right. Since you're so smart - Why don't  
you teach the class? 

 
JENNY 

Okay.  
 
She gets up from her desk and approaches the front of the 
classroom, taking the dry-erase marker from the PROFESSOR. 
A little shocked, he goes and sits down at her desk. 
 

JENNY CONT'd 
Okay class, today were going to  
continue the discussion of neutrinos,  
but let's see what happens when we  
synthesize them in an acid solution. 

 
She begins writing equations on the board. Everyone in the 
class starts taking notes, including the PROFESSOR. 
 
          FADE OUT: 
 

END OF ACT ONE 
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ACT TWO 
 
INT: LIVING ROOM - Day 
 
PATRICK is sitting on the floor in front of the coffee 
table. He is alone in the room and is playing with his Star 
Trek figures of Captain Kirk and Mr. Spock. As he plays out 
the scene, he does his best imitation of each character’s 
voice and manipulates the figurines accordingly. 
 

PATRICK 
  Spock! We must save the triple-breasted  

love-maidens of Harem 6! But, Captain, 
what about the Prime Directive? We are 
not allowed to interfere with alien 
cultures. But, Spock, don’t the needs of 
the one, i.e. me, outweigh the needs of  
the many, i.e. those who would interfere 
with my sex life? 

 
JENNY sits down on the couch next to PATRICK startling him 
badly. She is dressed much more plainly than normal with a 
big sweatshirt. Her hair is pulled back and she’s not 
overly made up. 
  
    JENNY 
  What are you doing, Patrick? 
 
    PATRICK 
   (startled) 
  Nothing! Just sitting here. Doing nothing. 
 
    JENNY 
  Hmmm. It looked like you were acting out 
  a Star Trek scene with your action figures. 
 
    PATRICK 
   (embarrassed) 
  Yeah, I guess I was. 
 
    JENNY 
  What a great idea. 
 
    PATRICK 
  Excuse me? 
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    JENNY 
  Yeah. Star Trek is a great show. It  

really has a lot to teach us about  
tolerance and friendship. Plus the  
Klingons are cool. 
 
  PATRICK 
Wow, I had no idea you felt that way 
about Star Trek. 
 
  JENNY 
Of course I do. Who doesn’t? 
 
  PATRICK 
Okay, who’s your favorite captain –  
Kirk or Picard? 
 
  JENNY 
That’s easy. Picard is great because 
he’s so smart and cool under fire. But, 
Kirk is the original. All other captains 
are just derivative of him. 
 
  PATRICK 
Wow, you’re so right! 

 
DISSOLVE TO: PATRICK’S fantasy sequence. He is dressed up 
in a Captain Kirk uniform and JENNY is dressed up as a 
vaguely classic-Star Trek alien chick. The Star Trek theme 
music plays (or something similar) as they cavort in the 
usual romantic fantasy-sequence way. They run through a 
field hand-in-hand, PATRICK “beams” into the chair next to 
JENNY in the library, they read comic books together and 
they have a good-natured game of “phaser” tag. The last 
segment has PATRICK and JENNY sitting at a table looking at 
each other lovingly. On a close-up of PATRICK, a basketball 
hits him in the head and a familiar voice says “Hey!  
Wuss!” 
 
MATCH SHOT: PATRICK is back on the couch in the living 
room. A basketball hits him in the head again.  REVEAL 
MELINDA and JAKE are now present.  Jake is corralling the 
basketball for another shot.  
 
 
    JAKE 
  Hey! Wake up, Wussy! What is your 
  problem? 
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    PATRICK 
  What do you mean? 
 

MELINDA 
  You’ve been sitting there like that 
  for ten minutes. 
 
    PATRICK 
  Oh, Sorry. 
 
    JAKE 
  Jeez! You nerds are all alike. Always 
  off in space. What were you doing –  
  calculating pi to the thousandth digit? 
  Fantasizing about some sexy alien chick? 
 
    PATRICK 
  It was the “pi” thing. 
 
    MELINDA 
  Anyway, we were just discussing how 
  Jenny’s transformation into a genius 
  is the talk of the campus. 
 
    JAKE 
  Yeah, some of my football buddies are 
  questioning their most basic beliefs. 
  When hot chicks start getting smart, 
  you have to wonder if there really is 
  a God. 
   
    MELINDA 
  Well, be that as it may. I’m really 
  starting to like the idea of having 
  another genius is residence. We’ll 
  have so much more to talk about. 
 
    JENNY 
  Thanks, Mel. That sounds great. 
 
MELINDA notices JENNY’S sweatshirt. 
 
    MELINDA 
  Hey, Jen. Is that my sweatshirt? 
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    JENNY 
  Yeah. For some reason my closet is full 
  of nothing but tight, sexy, fashionable 
  clothes. I wanted to wear something plain 
  and formless and your closet is full of 
  that stuff. Thanks for letting me borrow 
  this. 
 
    MELINDA 
   (fuming) 
  No problem. 
 
JAKE notices the boxers that are sticking out above the 
waist of JENNY’S jeans. 
 
    JAKE 
  Hey! Aren’t those my underpants? 
 
    JENNY 
  Yeah. All I had were thongs and lacy 
  stuff. I needed something comfortable. 
  Although, I had to bleach them three 
  times to get the stains out. 
 
    JAKE 
  Those weren’t stains. They were just… 
  the pattern. 
 
    JENNY 
  Yuh-huh. 
 
    MELINDA 
   (still irritated) 
  Well, I think I’m going to go to my 
  room and study. 
 
    JAKE 
  Me, too. 
 
JAKE and MELINDA exit. 
 
    PATRICK 
  Wow, that was great they way you 
  insulted those two. It was like, “SNAP!” 
 
He does a “snap” gesture. 
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    JENNY 
  What do you mean? 
 
    PATRICK 
  You zinged, ‘em! That was great. Those 
  two like to dish it out, but they can’t 
  take it. 
 
    JENNY 
  I had no idea. I didn’t mean to hurt 
  their feelings. I’d better go apologize. 
 
JENNY exits. 
 
INT: MELINDA’S ROOM - DAY 
 
There’s a knock at the door. 
 
    MELINDA 
   (still upset) 
  Come In. 
 
JENNY enters 
 
    JENNY 
  Hi, Mel. I just came to apologize. 
  I didn’t mean to insult you. 
 
    MELINDA 
   (playing coy) 
  I don’t know what you mean. 
 
    JENNY 
  You know. When I pointed out that your 
  closet is full of frumpy old clothes. 
  It’s actually very smart of you to dress 
  the way you do. The big sweatshirts and  
  sweaters hide the flaws in your figure and 
  show that you don’t bow to societal  
  pressure that says you have to be sexy 
  and attractive in order to have value. 
 
    MELINDA 
   (getting angry again) 
  Thanks. 
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    JENNY 
  I really admire you for having the  

strength of character to be plain and 
unembarrassed about it. Well, I have 
to go. I’ll see you later. 

 
JENNY exits. 
 
    MELINDA 
   (very angry now) 
  GRRRRRR! 
 
INT: JAKE’S ROOM - Day 
 
JAKE is in his room, reading a muscle magazine. There’s a 
knock at the door. 
 
    JAKE 
  Yeah. 
 
JENNY enters. 
 
    JAKE (CONT’d) 
  What do you want? Back for more  

filthy underwear? 
 
    JENNY 
  I’m really sorry about that, Jake.  

It was very insensitive of me. 
 
    JAKE 
  That’s okay. 
 
    JENNY 
  No, I should be particularly about  

sensitive to your insecurities since 
you have so many of them. 
 
  JAKE 
What do you mean? 
 
  JENNY 
Well, I know most of your ex-girlfriends 
and they talk a lot about how... 
inadequate you are. 
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  JAKE 
That’s a lie! 
 
  JENNY 
No, it’s true. They have a support 
group that meets every Wednesday  
afternoon.  They’ve invited me to  
be a guest speaker next week. 

 
  JAKE 
This is unbelievable! 
 
  JENNY 
That’s what I told my Psychology 
class. I’m using you as a case study. 
We’re studying the sublimation of latent 

 homosexual urges into violent behavior  
and athletics. 

 
JAKE growls loudly and throws a pillow against the wall. 
 
    JENNY (CONT’d) 
  And since most of the people in the class 
  know you, we thought you’d be a good study 
  subject. Anyway, we’ve discussed it a lot 
  and the class members have discussed your  
  case with pretty much everyone they know.  
  And most people feel that you are doing  
  very well considering the seriousness of  
  your problem. Anyway, I have to go to the  
  library and study. It was good talking to  
  you. 
 
JENNY exits. JAKE is nearly catatonic with rage. 
   
INT: LIVING ROOM – Day 
 
PATRICK is still playing with his Star Wars figures.   
JENNY enters. 
 
    JENNY 
  Well, I feel much better now that I’ve  
  cleared things up with my those guys.   
  Thanks for advising me to talk to them...  
  you’re such a good listener. 
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    PATRICK 
  Thanks, Jenny. I’ve umm...I’ve always,  
  well... 
 
    JENNY 
  If you’re trying to say you’re attracted  
  to me, well I have to say that I feel  
  that way too.  
  
    PATRICK 
  Really?!? 
 
    JENNY 
  Yes. I mean, objectively, there’s not 
  much to like. You’re short, scrawny and 
  physically unappealing. You have a very 
  limited set of social skills and questionable 
  taste. You’re constant leering and 
  mumbling makes women uncomfortable around 
  you. Your sense of humor rarely rises 
  above eighth grade gym class level. You 
  never add anything useful to a conversation 
  and instead make everyone involved feel 
  somehow unclean and desperate to leave. 
  You always seem to have this foul odor  
  that... 
 
    PATRICK 
  Okay, okay. I get it already. 
 
    JENNY 
  But you’re also very smart and I find that 
  incredibly attractive. 
 
    PATRICK 
  Well, I did get a 1560 on my SAT’s. 
 
    JENNY 
   (becoming aroused) 
  Ooohhh. 
 
    PATRICK 
  You like that? Well, there’s more where 
  that came from, baby. I challenged out of  
  Chemistry 101 and was placed in Advanced 
  Organic Systems... 
 



24 

    JENNY 
   (even more aroused) 
  Oh, Patrick! 
 
    PATICK 
  ...And my robotic Hobbit butler took 
  first prize at the state science fair... 
 
    JENNY 
   (wild with lust) 
  Come here, you! 
 
She grabs him and starts kissing him. JENNY is an 
experienced kisser, but PATRICK is clearly a rookie. After 
an awkward moment when he doesn’t really seem to know what 
he’s doing, he settles in. But after another moment, he 
starts to feel around on the couch for the same pillow that 
he used earlier to hide his arousal. It’s just out of his 
reach and he tries everything he can to maintain his lip-
lock with JENNY while closing the gap between his hand and 
the pillow. He still can’t reach though and gives up. At 
that moment the kiss ends naturally. 
 
    PATRICK 
  Wow. That was great. Does this mean 
  we’re going to have sex now? 
 
    JENNY 
  Well, no. I have to go to the library 
  and study for my Particle Theory quiz. 
 
    PATRICK 
   (a little dejected) 
  Oh. 
 
    JENNY 
  Do you want to come with me? 
 
    PATRICK 
  Sure! 
 
He starts to get up, but realizes that his erection is 
still with him. He quickly sits back down on the couch and 
crosses his legs. 
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    PATRICK CONT’d 
  On second thought, I have some stuff 
  I need to do around here. Maybe I’ll  
  catch up with you later. 
 
    JENNY 
  Okay. See you later. By the way, let’s 
  keep all this between us for now. I 
  don’t to give those two any extra  
  ammunition. 
 
    PATRICK 
  Okay. 
 
JENNY exits. PATRICK let’s out a satisfied sigh and sits 
quietly, fantasizing a bit. After a moment, he hears JAKE 
and MELINDA coming. He reaches over and grabs the critical 
pillow and puts it over his crotch. JAKE and MELINDA, who 
are still angry after JENNY’S apologies, enter and sit down 
next to him. 
 
    JAKE 
  We have to do something about her. 
 
    MELINDA 
  Agreed.  
 
    PATRICK 
  What are you guys talking about? She’s 
  great as a genius. 
 
    MELINDA 
  Patrick, something else happened when 
  she got electrocuted. She lost her tact 
  or something and she’s totally oblivious 
  to other people’s feelings. 
 
    JAKE 
  Yeah. She used to struggle to form  
  sentences, but at least she was nice  
  about it. 
 
    MELINDA 
  We need to change her back. But how? 
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    PATRICK 
  Now, look. I mean it. I realize she’s  
  become a little – frank. But she’s  
  developed other qualities that I, for 
  one, think are an improvement. 
 
    JAKE 
  Sorry, but you’ve been outvoted. So help 
  us think of a plan. 
 
    PATRICK 
  Forget it.  There’s nothing you can do 
  about it anyway. Just learn to like her 
  for who she is. 
 
    JAKE 
  What’s with you, Ann Landers? The way you 
  talk, you’d think being electrocuted had  
  made her sexually attracted to pathetic, 
  geeky losers. Like you. 
 
    PATRICK 
   (a little shocked) 
  No way! A girl like Jenny would never be 
  interested in a guy like me. 
 
    JAKE 
  Damn straight! It would take a lot more 
  than electrocution for a hot chick  
  to be interested in you. Severe brain 
  damage would be a start. 
 
    MELINDA 
  ...and a lobotomy. 
 
    JAKE 
  Yeah! And blindness. 
 
    MELINDA 
  ...and deafness. 
 
    JAKE 
  And she’d have to have her nose 
  amputated... 
  
    MELINDA 
  So, in other words, an insane Helen  
  Keller after a terrible accident. 
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    JAKE 
  Yeah. Under those circumstances, I’m  
  sure she’d be happy to go out with you. 
 
    MELINDA 
  If she was more interested in personality 
  than looks. 
 
    PATRICK 
  Very clever. But there just so happens 
  to be a beautiful and smart woman out 
  there who thinks I’m great. 
 
    JAKE 
  Just because the MENSA lady printed 
  your letter, doesn’t mean she wants to 
  go out with you. 
 
    PATRICK 
  Forget it. I going to my room to study. 
 
PATRICK leaves the room. 
 
    JAKE 
  So, what do we do? 
 
    MELINDA 
  Don’t worry. I have an idea. 
 
          FADE OUT: 
 

END OF ACT TWO 
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ACT THREE 
 

INT: LIVING ROOM - NIGHT 
 
JAKE and MELINDA are sitting on the couch finalizing their 
plan. JAKE has some rope and MELINDA has a handkerchief. 
 
    JAKE 
  So we’re set then. 
 
    MELINDA 
  Yep. If this doesn’t work, nothing  

will. 
 

JENNY walks in the front door startling JAKE and MELINDA. 
They quickly hide the rope and handkerchief. 
 
    JENNY 
  Hey guys, what’s going on? 
 
    MELINDA 
  Nothing, really. 
 
    JENNY 
  Is Patrick home? I didn’t see him 
  at the library. 
 
    JAKE 
  I think he’s in the room studying for 
  one of his loser, brainiac classes 
  again. No offense. 
  
    JENNY 
  None taken. 
 
    MELINDA 
  What have you been up to, Jenny? 
 
    JENNY 
  Oh, well the internet connection for 
  the university was interrupted today 
  keeping me from doing my research at  
  the library. So, I went over to computer  
  services and redesigned the whole network 
  infrastructure for them and then 
  implemented it. The campus is on a  
  T3 line now with transfer rates up to 
  two gigabytes a second. 
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    MELINDA 
  That sounds great. 
 
    JENNY 
  Yes, it will improve your chatroom 
  access so that you might finally be  
  able to find a boyfriend online and  
  it will bring in Jake’s pornography  
  downloads eight times faster, which  
  is good because I hear those diaper  
  fetish and bestiality sites have a lot  
  of really big files...  
 
    JAKE 
  That’s it! Let’s do this thing. 
 
JAKE and MELINDA pounce on JENNY with the rope and 
handkerchief. JAKE ties her hands and secures her to the 
couch while MELINDA ties the handkerchief around her mouth. 
JENNY lets out some muffled protests, but she is unable to 
free herself. 
 
    MELINDA 
  We’re sorry, Jenny. But we can’t 
  take your new personality anymore. 
 
    JAKE 
  We want the old Jenny back. 
 
    MELINDA 
  That’s right. And the only way we 
  could think of to get your old 
  personality back is to make you watch 
  E-Entertainment Television all night 
  long. 
 
    JENNY 
   (appalled) 
  You wouldn’t! 
 
    MELINDA 
  Oh yes we would. And in a stroke 
  of luck they’re having a marathon of 
  the E! True Hollywood Story tonight. 
 
    JENNY 

Oh my God, NO!  
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MELINDA puts the handkerchief gag on JENNY while JAKE turns 
on the television. We hear the appropriate E! Entertainment 
sounds, while JENNY squirms in horror. 
 
    MELINDA 
  I need a beer. 
 
    JAKE 
  I thought you didn’t drink. 
  
    MELINDA 
  I do now. She’s got me so down on 
  myself that I need a shot of instant 
  self-esteem. It seems to work for you. 
 
    JAKE 
  Yeah, whenever I’m depressed or 
  my fears of inadequacy start to take 
  over, I have a beer and things start 
  to look much better. 
 
    MELINDA 
  Where’d you put the beer you got this 
  morning? 
 
    JAKE 
  Drank it all. 
 
    MELINDA 
  Ten cases worth? 
 
    JAKE 
  Well, twelve. I put two cases beside  
  me on the front seat. 
 
    MELINDA 
  I guess I’ll have to go out and get  
  some. Where should I go? 
 
    JAKE 

(tossing her his keys) 
Here, take my car. It’s got GAPS 
installed. 
 
  MELINDA 

 GAPS? 
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  JAKE 
Global Alcohol Positioning System. It 
has the whole city mapped out by liquor 
stores. The display shows you the best  
route to the nearest store. I use it  
all the time. 
 
  MELINDA 
I’ll bet you do. Thanks. 

 
MELINDA exits. 
 
    JAKE 
  Well, Jenny, Enjoy. I hope you realize 
  the sacrifice I’m making. There’s a  

basketball game on that I’m going to  
miss thanks to this little experiment. 
But it will be worth it if we can get 
our old, ditzy Jenny back. See you in 
the morning. 

 
JENNY continues with muffled protests as JAKE leaves the 
room. CLOSE on JENNY as we see the horror in her eyes. 
 
INT: THE LIVING ROOM - DAY 
 
It’s the next morning and JENNY is still tied up on the 
couch watching TV, but she is calm now. After a moment, 
PATRICK walks into the living room with his book bag, on 
his way out the door to go to class. 
 
    PATRICK 
  Oh my God! Jenny, what’s going on here? 
 
JENNY, who amazingly seems full of energy after her ordeal, 
starts to explain. But she still has the gag in so it all 
comes out as gibberish. 
 
    PATRICK CONT’d 
  Hang on a second. I’ll take that off. 
 
PATRICK removes that gag. 
 
    JENNY 
  Thanks, Patrick. I didn’t even realize 
  that was on there. 
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    PATRICK 
  Oh? 
  
    JENNY 
  Anyway, I just had the most amazing 
  night! I watched E! for hours and hours 
  and hours and it was so neat to see 
  all the celebrities and really dig deep 
  into their wants, needs and hairstyles. 
 
    PATRICK 
  Oh, no. 
 
    JENNY 
  Did you know that Freddie Prinz, Jr. has 
  a kitten called Speckle? It was so cute 
  and he’s such a hottie. Oh, and J. Lo is 
  going to be wearing a great dress to the 
  Oscars - I can’t wait until that’s on... 
 
    PATRICK 
  So, I guess at this point, sex is out of  
  the question. 
 
    JENNY 
  Excuse me?!? 
 
    PATRICK 
  It’s just that – the conversation we had 
  yesterday... 
    
    JENNY 
  Patrick, don’t think that just because I’m 
  tied up, you can take advantage of me. 
  I’m not that kind of girl. 
  
    PATRICK 
  Yes, you are. 
    
    JENNY 
  Alright, maybe I am. But not with you. 
  You’re a nerd for God’s sake. 
 
PATRICK becomes very depressed and silently grabs his 
bookbag and leaves the apartment while JENNY goes back to 
her airhead babble. 
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    JENNY CONT’d 
  ...anyway, I’m really going to have to  
  get my nails done today. 
 
She is actually still tied up, so she clumsily attempts to 
look at her finger nails while her hands are tied behind 
her back. After a moment, MELINDA and JAKE walk in. 
 
    MELINDA 
  Hi, Jenny. How are you feeling this  
  morning? 
    JENNY 
  Fine, thanks. 
 
    JAKE 
   (to Melinda) 
  I don’t know if it worked. How can we  
  be sure? 
 
    MELINDA 
  I have an idea. Jenny? 
 
    JENNY 
  Yes. 
  
    MELINDA 
  Aren’t you going to be late for class? 
 
    JENNY 
  Late? Try absent! I need to get my 
  nails done and my hair done. Plus 
  there’s a great shoe sale at  
  Nordstrom, so my day is pretty 
  much booked. 
 
MELINDA and JAKE high-five and AD-LIB their happiness over 
the successful change. 
 
    MELINDA 
  Welcome back, Jenny. We missed you. 
 
    JENNY 
  What do you mean. I never went  
  anywhere. 
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    JAKE 
  Oh yes you did. Someplace dark and 
  terrifying. But you’re back to your  
  old self and that’s what matters. And 
  more importantly, you won’t be attending 
  that psychology class anymore will you? 
  
    JENNY 
  What psychology class? 
 
    JAKE 
  Excellent. 
 
    MELINDA 
  Well, I have to get going. 
   
    JAKE 
  Yeah, I have to go too. 
 
    JENNY 
  See you guys later. 
 
MELINDA and JAKE exit. After a moment, JENNY realizes that 
she is still tied up. 
 
    JENNY CONT’d 
  Wait a second guys, I’m still tied up. 
  Guys? Come back! Hey! 
 
INT: THE LIVING ROOM - NIGHT 
 
PATRICK is alone in the living room working on the TV. 
There are some screwdrivers and other tools on top of the 
TV. 
    
    PATRICK 
   (to himself) 
  I can’t believe those two. She was so 
  great and they had to ruin it. Well, 
  I’ll just set it up so she gets another 
  shock and all will be right with the 
  world. There, that should do it. 
 
MELINDA, JAKE and JENNY walk into the room and sit on the 
couch. 
   
    MELINDA 
  What are you doing, Patrick? 
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    PATRICK 
  Oh, the TV was acting up again, so 
  I fixed it. 
 
He joins them on the couch, sitting on the end, next to 
JENNY. 
 
    JAKE 
  Good thing, too. I just want to 
  chill in front of the tube for awhile. 
 
 
    MELINDA 
  Me too. 
 
    JENNY 
  Yeah, me too. Where’s the remote? 
 
    PATRICK 
   (trying to act casual) 
  I don’t know. It must have been  
  misplaced. 
 
    MELINDA 
  I’ll turn it on. 
 
    PATRICK 
  NO! I mean...maybe Jenny should do it. 
 
    MELINDA 
  Why? 
 
    PATRICK 
  Well, we should do this in an orderly 
  manner, so I figured we’d choose 
  alphabetically. 
 
    JAKE 
  That would be me. 
 
    PATRICK 
  I meant by last name. 
 
    JAKE 
  That would still be me. 
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    JENNY 
  Oh, for God’s sake, I’ll get it. 
 
She reaches over on presses the “on” button. When she makes 
contact with the button, she receives a small, harmless 
shock. 
 
    JENNY CONT’d 
  Ow! That hurt. 
 
PATRICK looks on with intense interest, hoping that his 
plan had worked. 
 
    PATRICK 
  Are you alright? 
 
    JENNY 
  I’m fine. It was just a little shock.  

But I hope the electricity didn’t weaken  
my nail. This was a really expensive  
manicure! I’d feel awful if my nails 
looked bad for the Oscar party tomorrow. 

 
PATRICK slumps back on the couch, dejected. Clearly JENNY 
hasn’t changed back into a genius. JENNY resumes her place 
on the couch next to him. 
 
    MELINDA 
  Let’s watch History’s Mysteries. 
  There’s a special on the JFK 
  assassination. 
 
    JAKE 
  Boring! 
 
    JENNY 
  Jake’s right, that’s boring. Besides, 
  without possession of a second shooter’s  
  actual weapon it would be impossible  
  to match the bullet’s ballistic signature  
  and map the trajectory. 
 
    PATRICK, MELINDA and JAKE 
  What!?! 
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    JENNY 
  I said that stupid KFC assassination  
  thingy is boring. I don’t care about  
  dead presidents. I don’t even care about 
  live ones. 
 
MELINDA and JAKE ad-lib relief. PATRICK looks as though 
he’s deep in thought, then the light bulb goes on. 
 
    PATRICK 
  Hey, did I tell you guys that I aced 
  my Electromagnetic Theory mid-term – 100%. 
 
CLOSE ON JENNY as she gives PATRICK a lascivious look. 
 
          FADE OUT: 
  
 

THE END 
 
 


